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" Lam and Wartfield seek to make a difference through their stage performances

|

By Eric Tang

| SOMETIMES. when people fo.

cus o hfe intensely, they
ve seoomucl for carcer
sesd and statlity it thew
nal eletionstups  that
s Ll 1o velate to the rest of
cworld,

Arnsts  Allen Lam and
Thomas Wartwld note that
this phenomenon seens to be
particularly common in b
cities, Indeed net onlv high-
powered Nnancial experts ov
palincians suffer from  this
seifimposed iselation.

“Ewvervong ssemny to have
bt & wall round gneself Mo
: als to be approached
sepaitatly ana place ke Hong
ny ol Mow York because we
inn 1 want pur busy schedule
1o b migssed up,' Lam says

I adds that even artists,
wha ave supposed to be more
sensitive to humanities alss
fall into the samee wwap,

“lalie #t the carly slage of
my trawing ws oa dancar, [
focused so much on develop-
mg oy techiwgues  that
almagt ignoved athey ferms of
Are practised by ather artists ™

What  makes  Lam  and
Warfleld foel dafferently now
hag a lot to do wathy Warfewld's

+vie o the sonth of Chiog four

b

VB AE0

T saw this Uie gl plaving
oy the sand o China At first
shi was so frightensd because
she hadit met a blagk persun
yofore. Then | started drawing
ot 1he sand by het dondle and
wa aradually developed such
i sapport without uttering
s owerd. When [ went back Lo
the States, [ suddenly realized
Tipw noportant b s o feel
mnectedd and how race, sox
clazs And everything have 150-
lated us,”

This need te connect the
tselated Jnebividuals again -

3 spired hiin to st 1up Feace Act

i Mew York, The ovganis
ation’s (st projoct was Ao

s e dafterent poeoplie 10w he
A pocn aboul (ease.

Contributoers ineludied
prominent  attists such  as
Letnarid Bernstewr and phl
anlhiroplats such sy Mother
Theresa. Since then, Peace Art
has continued toonyite artists,
Ltented in difterent areas, as
well  as under-privileged
pesple, 1o eollaborate i thele
creative procest.

Lann vame 1o Péace AT
when ne was stdyng in New
York and agrees it the work
done by the group has eiangad
h:d outlonk on life and art.

He admiis he nged ro have
duffigultios

spite me 1o create @ Lot of now
mavernents

(ven, arhists i Peace Art
contribute idens 1o cach other
and callabarate conegptions
Then they take the wea away
and translate 1t into theeir pwin
faver of avt.

"Warking with professional,
amateur artists and  nen-
arnists allows us fo have un-
hrnited space tor exploring the
avts,” Wartield says

Meither Lam nor Wartield
see their projects doing any
carmrmanty g favour, Instead,
thiey believe they have ben-
efited muet from the intecac.
tion with tha

avert  work
ng with i

They agree that

wide range of
peuple 1 the

FLLIS ;RS lhl.‘it' eurvent 1¢j1ms «éhe“\,
He  osaw Bve gon
’ warks ofter a
that hiz re- s ellen working Lo

tusad mocom-
JEUMEEe wWas
chitanmty s
weaks

reflect social
issucs or take
social prohlems

UWe  want
i recreate a
sanse uf cont-

mnaye : muniy  and
ness mnla aceount. rilse

e s pEbple’s
g workesd AwAISIeEy

with other avbsts 1 othin re-
alized fecomtunodating arher
people’s wias docs not necess-
arily mean U'm rificing my
owin (t's & monlding process
with lets ol prapla approach-
ng veur dite aad enlarging
vour v sian

Lam also adds tiwl Ms co-
worker w Peace Avt, Yin Peet,
whn 15 4 sculptor. helps bom
appreciate his own culture
and incorporate i s ewn
works Workg with hor
al=o heips e undaestand my
self better,  Lam savs

Warleld zlzo agrees that bue
Tae ensfited from hus work
eXpErICTCE Wit Yin, txplame.
i that as o dancer he undee-
stands the hmaratiens of s
hody mw o toal for oxpreszion

She howover, can ghisel

ber wany ronnd and croate new
Farms Moo sigual omages -

om hedwy we arn confected $o
ane anclher. The groue s not
dmng any forie of human
sorvice, but e do believe in
the henefit of our work to
peaple. [ persorally certamly
feal  my orermal o grewth
through my work foc Paace
Art they say

This sense of growth alsn
shifts the artistic fowus of kol
Lam and Wariedd fiom the
pure assthetie concern fo the
subistance of thenr pleces.

"By reachizg out o the
communty, Peact Art makes
e reallse wir i mdre thin
st pectornuag oo stage.”
Lam says

Thay agret that Henr cur-
rent works often veflect sucial
1ss0es of take sotwl problems
it aggouit That 1z not 1o sy
they have turned thedr art mto
propaganda

=

“Throughaut store dance
Tz hern Waesd as peopacanda.
Inothe 405 aad 30 danee
nsed foe poaliteal propagan:
Bar g propaoamla s destgned
o peaple over Oue works
Ari nelabionn winnig pessles
s¥mpatine 1o donare mones 10
the needed " Wil sy

Besides, we d0onot explot
amnhens We Wiz o
warks  onght drigeer some
thougits or sk 0 dilaene:
At the right moment

BODY AND SOUL: Thomas Warlield, right, expresses himseif throwgh dance,

Warfield recalls when the
dnup wEs perierming e Sal
Lake Citv and an aleoholic
wifz-basher weate 1o b lnter
telli hing how the shoaw had
changed his outlosh o D
and hew ke bad pedecmed
humself suce then

When Lannraturned o Hong
g, he foinded Dance At
whiel s sinnlat 1o Peace Art.
Ui Satweray. 22 Apeil, with
Wartield Yin and twn cther
arbists ndy o Wong ang

'Expanding the meaning of art

Almond Chu, Dancee dvt wdl
stage 4 multi-media show at
the Hens Koug Acsdemy oy
Performing Art: Sludio 1

The show  wil  include
dance, exhibition and nusic.

“Lan has been actively or
gatuzing  workshops  with
some disabled children and
oMt of them will pacticipate
1 the shew Tt is Jovely to se
tow cyvorvane can be ineluded
inosueh acteuties el art”
Woarfeld save





